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FARM SAFETY 

Careful invest igat ion h a s been made into the causes of t ractors over turn ing 
The mos t c o m m o n types of acc ident are se t out below, w i t h adv ice on how t o avoid 

t h e m 

CAUSES PREVENTION 
1. Tractors were DRIVEN TOO PAST; a wheel 

hi t an obstruction, the tractor became un
controllable and turned over. 

2. Tractors were driven too near to a DITCH 
OB BANK; one or more wheels slipped over 
the edge and the tractor overturned. 

3. Tractors drawing trailers or machines ON 
A HILLSIDE got out of control and were 
overrun by their load, which pushed or pulled 
them over sideways. 

4. Tractors were driven UP STEEP HILLSIDES 
and somersaulted backwards. 

5. Tractors were driven ALONG STEEP HILL
SIDES and rolled over sideways. 

6. Tractors were used to consolidate SILAGE 
OR MANURE HEAPS; one edge of the heap 
fell away and the tractor turned over. 

7. A chain or tow-rope was HITCHED HIGH 
above the tractor drawbar; the drag on this 
pulled the tractor over backwards. 

8. The clutch was engaged suddenly and the 
SNATCH overturned the tractor. 

9. Tractors with mounted WINCHES were set 
out of line with the wire rope; the sideways 
pull turned the tractor over. 

1. Drive slowly over rough surfaces, when cor
nering, and when using the steering brakes. 
The lower your speed the less your danger. 

2. Do not drive too near to ditches or banks 
particularly if the surface is loose or wet. 
Make the headlands a bit wider. 

3. Do not drive your tractor on steep hillsides 
with a heavy load behind unless the trailer 
or towed machine is fitted with good brakes. 
Remember that rubber tyres have poor grip 
on short dry grass, on wet or juicy herbage, 
and on loose or muddy surfaces. 

4. Your tractor is less likely to rear up when 
climbing a steep hillside if you at tach extra 
weight to the front of it. 

5. It is much less dangerous when driving along 
a hillside jf the wheels are extended to their 
widest position. 

6. If you must consolidate the silage or manure 
heap with the tractor, make sure the sides 
of the heap are properly supported or keep 
well away from the edges. 

7. Never hitch anything to the tractor above 
the proper drawbar level. 

8. Let the clutch in slowly and avoid snatching. 
Remember that, even with a straight pull, 
your tractor can be overturned. 

9. When winching always see that the tractor is 
set straight for the pull. 

OTHER SAFETY PRECAUTIONS 
• Keep your t ractor in good condi t ion, part icular ly t he 

brakes, s teer ing and tyres. 

• Make qui te sure you understand all the contro ls and 
remember the i r posi t ions. 

• Remember when turn ing, you can greatly increase your 
sa fe ty by going a l i t t le slower. 

• Don't a l low passengers on your t ractor, or carry goods or 
loose tools wh ich may foul the controls. 

FINALLY 

THINK SERIOUSLY BEFORE DOING ANYTHING UNUSUAL WITH 
YOUR TRACTOR. IF IT IS LIKELY TO BE DANGEROUS - DON'T 

DO IT. 

SAFETY FIRST 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. UJK. Department of Agriculture and Fisheries for Scotland. 
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