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the chart for width covered by sprays, say 
9 feet, and run across this horizontal line 
to where it meets the vertical line repre­
senting a coverage of 2.4 acres per hour. 
Then estimate the speed represented by a 
diagonal line drawn through this point. 
It will be seen that it is between 2 and 2J 
m.p.h. (2.2 m.p.h. or 2\ m.p.h. approxi­
mately), and the tractor should be run at 
this speed by varying gear and throttle 
positions. 

Useful formula 

A useful formula for calculating the 
acreage per hour is to multiply the speed 
in miles per hour by the width of the cut 
in inches and divide the result by one 
hundred. 

Annual statistical returns of primary 
producers for the year ended 31 March 
are due on 8 April and the Acting Deputy 
Commonwealth Statistician (Mr. W. M. 
Bartlett appeals to farmers, pastoralists, 
dairymen and others in the industry for 
their co-operation in completing returns 
and forwarding them to the Bureau of 
Census and Statistics. 

More than 25,000 forms were posted to 
primary producers throughout the State 
as part of the annual Australia-wide 
census of rural production. The census is 
of particular importance at Common­
wealth level and has special significance 
in Western Australia where primary pro­
duction plays a major role in the State's 
economy. However, to be of full use for 
Government authorities for planning, 
development and research and in meeting 
the needs of marketing authorities, 
farmers, graziers and growers' organisa­
tions and industries closely allied to 
primary production, it is essential that 
up-to-date information be available 
promptly. 

March implements 
As field operations become more mecha­

nised, the operation time for each job must 
be studied more closely, and co-ordination 
of jobs must be more accurate or there will 
be a great deal of standing around time— 
and this adds to the cost. 

For instance, in combined operations 
such as harvesting, bulk handling and 
silage making, it is important to match 
the capacity of various units reasonably 
well to avoid bottlenecks and standing 
time. The chart will help you in these 
calculations. 

Reliability of each machine becomes of 
utmost importance, and preventive main­
tenance should be thorough, for delays 
with one machine can hold up all the 
others. 

This year farmers in 63 shires, mainly 
in the agricultural areas of the State, are 
being asked to provide some information 
regarding water resources on their farms 
at 31 March. The questions being asked 
have been field tested by officers of the 
Bureau with experienced farmers in some 
of the districts involved. Both the Bureau 
and the Rural Water Advisory Committee 
are confident that reasonably adequate 
reporting on these questions, which have 
been kept to a minimum, will not be diffi­
cult. The value to the industry of this 
information cannot be over-emphasised. 

Primary producers statistical returns are 
strictly confidential to the Statistician and 
his officers, who are not permitted in any 
circumstances to divulge particulars from 
an individual return to other persons or 
Government Departments. 

Advice concerning the completion of 
returns can be obtained by telephone 
(21 8041 Extension 275), letter or personal 
visit to the Bureau's Office, 14th Floor, 
T. & G. Building, 37-39 St. George's Terrace, 
Perth. 
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