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BLUETONGUE

Its Relationship To The
Importation Of Cattle
From The U.S.A.

T was announced by the Common-
wealth Health Department a few
weeks ago that an embargo had been
imposed upon the importation of
cattle from the U.S.A. as a precaution
against the introduction of blue-
tongue. This is an infectious disease
of sheep which has been mainly con-
fined to the African continent, and it
has been responsible for heavy losses
in the Union of South Africa, over a
period of many years.

The infection was at first thought to be
confined to sheep, but it was recently re-
vealed during the course of transmission
experiments that it may also be present
in the blood of apparently healthy cattle.

The disease first made its appearance
on the American continent, in Texas in
1948, where it was known as “sore muzzle,”
and it was subsequently reported in Cali-
fornia and Utah in 1952, but it was not
until the following year that its true
identity was established. Since stud cattle
from the U.S.A. were being exported to
Australia in considerable numbers, this
created an immediate problem for our
quarantine authorities.

Bluetongue is highly infectious and is
caused by a virus which is transmitted by
biting insects such as sandflies. The
symptoms as described consist of fever,
depression and loss of appetite. There is
inflammation, swelling and ulceration of

by

C. R. TOOP, B.V.Sc.,
Chief Veterinary Surgeon

the mucous membranes of the mouth,
tongue and nasal passages, which show a
bluish discolouration, and this is accom-
panied by salivation, bleeding and nasal
discharge. Affected animals become stiff
and lame, and in severe cases there is
emaciation, weakness and prostration.
The mortality rate is usually of the order
of 10 per cent. but may at times reach
30 to 40 per cent., and losses of up to 90
per cent. have been recorded.

It was reported from South Africa that
outbreaks of bluetongue in sheep ceased
abruptly with the onset of the first hard
frosts and that infected cattle ceased to
harbour the virus after an interval of
three months, and from this it appeared
that importations of cattle could be made
with safety for a period of about four
months extending from February to May.
More recent research has, however, shown
that cattle may remain infected through-
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out the year and that their introduction
into Australia at any period would involve
a serious risk.

How bluetongue was introduced into the
United States has not been definitely de-
termined, but it is known that some
Afrikander cattle were imported about 20
years ago and it has been suggested that
these animals may have provided a re-
servoir of infection.

This emphasises the need for constant
vigilance on the part of our quarantine
services. The consequences to our sheep
and wool industries would be extremely
serious should an insect-borne infection of
this nature ever be introduced and become
established in Australia, and it is certain
that it could never be eradicated.

I think it will generally be agreed that
the embargo which has been imposed is
fully justified.

(From a Rural Hour broadcast. By
courtesy of the Australian Broadcasting
Commission).

PLAN

Your egg supply with easy to rear
DAY OLD CHICKS

or
STARTED PULLETS

Hatched and Reared in our Gov-
ernment Licensed Air Conditioned
Hatchery.

Ring ML 543.

Breeders Australorp, Rhode Island Red,
White Leghorn and First Cross

Cnr. Epsom and Smith Aves., Redcliffe

BINDING OF JOURNALS

To keep your journals clean, orderly and readily
accessible, have each volume of six issues strongly
bound in a durable and attractive cover.

29/- for completed binding including cover.
24/- with cover supplied by customer.
Packing and postage is FREE.

Please enclose name and address and cost of bind-
ing with journals, and send to:—

A. PRITCHARD,
General Bookbinders,
130a Murray Street,

PERTH, W.A.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

FOOTROT QUARANTINE

Owners of flocks under quarantine for footrot
are reminded that the removal of sheep from
their properties is subject to the permission of
the Department of Agriculture.

Permits are required not only for sheep for-
warded to Midland Junction for sale for
slaughter, but also for sheep consigned to the
meatworks at Fremantle and Albany and to
master butchers at Midland Junction and Fre-
mantle. These permits may be obtained upon
application to the Department either direct or
through a livestock agent.

All sheep forwarded under quarantine permit
either by rail or by road for sale for slaughter
at Midland Junction will be required to be de-
livered to the quarantine yards which adjoin
the Quarantine Siding.

Sheep from country sidings must be consigned
to the Quarantine Siding, Midland Junction, and
it will be the obligation of the owner to see
that the consignment note is legibly and cor-
rectly addressed. The Railway Department will
ensure that the sheep are delivered to the des-
tination specified on the consignment note.

Sheep consigned by road will not be per-
mitted to be unloaded at the main saleyards.
They must be delivered direct to the Quaran-
tine Siding and immediately after unloading,
the vehicle must be thoroughly cleansed by
hosing with water under pressure so as to remove
all mud and manure at the washing bay provided
for this purpose.

Railway trucks used for the transport of sheep
with footrot will continue to be cleansed in the
railway yards.

The movement of permit sheep must be nomi-
nated to the livestock agent not later than 12
noon on the Thursday of the week preceding the
week of sale.

It is the purpose of these requirements to pre-
vent the further spread of footrot and the full
co-operation of sheepowners in the matter is re-
quested.
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