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suburban lakes are bird sanctuaries, where 
shooting is prohibited, but such restric
tions have no effect on dredges and bull
dozers, and these, can do more permanent 
damage to a bird population in one day, 
than a whole season's shooting. 

Many of the overseas reserves, are care
fully controlled by rangers, and access by 
the public may be restricted or even totally 
prohibited. For instance, 55 square miles, 
known as the Sespe Wildlife Preserve in 
California, has been set aside in an effort 
to save the largest of all flying birds, the 

Fig. 5.—The Australian bustard or "wild turkey" Is fully 
protected throughout the State 

condor. Even oil drillers and bird watchers 
are excluded from the area which is said 
to hold the last 60 condors existing in 
North America. 

THE TOURIST ANGLE 
It is quite fashionable at the present 

time to talk about the tourist potential 
of Western Australia, and to emphasise 
the various scenic attractions and our 
unique flora and fauna. 

It is worth remembering however, that 
over the past 20 years, 12 million acres of 
land have been developed for agriculture 
in this State, and that the rate of develop
ment shows no sign of slackening. This 
may augur well for our economic future, 
but it could spell disaster for our wild life 
and make a mockery of our claim to many 
scenic features and tourist attractions. 

There is nothing attractive or scenic 
about treeless rivers, shadeless roads and 
cleared paddocks. Obviously the march of 
progress can't be stopped, but its impact 
can be cushioned by appropriate action. 
The destruction of trees along water
courses and roadsides should be reduced 
to a minimum and suitable tracts of land 
should be preserved as nature reserves in 
various parts of the State. These areas 
must be really extensive, to serve any use
ful purpose, and their establishment must 
be based on a co-ordinated long-term 
policy, and not on the whims of some in
terested pressure group or rate-hungry 
local authority. 

A stirring of the public conscience along 
these lines is already evident in the activi
ties of such organisations as the Tree 
Society, The National Trust, The Royal 
Society, The Naturalists' Club and the 
Gould League of Bird Lovers. We have 
helpful legislation and some very fine 
parks and sanctuaries. Many more are 
needed however, to ensure that future 
tourists will actually see the things of 
which we now boast and not be forced to 
read about them in history books. 
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