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FERTILISERS

LL fertilisers sold in Western Australia are required to be registered annually with

the Department of Agriculture.

A list of those fertilisers registered for the cur-

rent registration year which commenced on the 1st November, 1953, appears in this

issue.

In addition to registration, manufac-
turers and sellers of fertilisers must fulfil
certain other requirements of the Fertiliser
Act, 1928. All fertilisers sold must be con-
tained in a package on which is clearly
marked the registered brand and name of
the fertiliser and if the quantity of a fer-
tiliser sold is 1 cwt. or more, an invoice
setting out the registered brand and name
together with the registered analysis of the
fertilised must be supplied to the buyer.

Persons buying fertilisers are strongly
advised to consult the list of registered fer-
tilisers and to see that packages are cor-
rectly branded and when applicable, in-
voiced before accepting delivery of any
fertiliser.

If a fertiliser which is offered for sale,
is not included in the list of registered fer-
tilisers, or if any other doubts arise, pros-
bective buyers are advised to make en-
quiries at the Department of Agriculture
before purchasing such material.

Departmental inspectors carry out peri-
odical inspections of places where fertil-
isers are held for sale. Samples are taken
and submitted to the Government Analyst
for analysis to see that fertilisers being
sold comply with the registered analysis.
The knowledge that this work is being car-
ried out, induces manufacturers to main-
tain their fertilisers close to and usually a
little above the registered standard.

UNIT VALUES

From the list of registered fertilisers,
unit values for the main fertilising ingre-
dients, nitrogen, phosphoric acid and
potash in their various forms have been
calculated and are as follows:—

* s. d.
Nitrogen (N) as—
Blood and Bone, Bonedust
and other animal fer-
tilisers 72 2
Nitrate 47 0
Ammonia 37T 5
Phosphoric Acid (P:0;) as—
Water soluble in super-
phosphate 13 8
Citrate soluble in super-
phosphate - 13 8

Acid soluble in superphos-

phate and rock phosphate 6 3
Dried Blood, Blood and

Bone, Bonedust and other

animal fertilisers 18 0
Potash (K.0) as—

Sulphate 16 113

Muriate (Chloride) 12 3

The unit value for a given fertiliser in-
gredient is the average commercial value
of each one per cent. of that ingredient per
ton of fertiliser. The values listed above
have been calculated from the average
quoted prices at the time of registration.

From unit values the relative commer-
cial values of fertilisers can easily be cal-
culated. Multiply the percentage of each
ingredient in the fertilisers by their unit
values and total the result for all ingredi-
ents in each fertiliser, e.g.:—

Minimum percentage

of—
Nitrogen Phosphoric
Acid
X Brand Blood and
Bone i.; « 0.5 10.0
Y Brand Blood and
Bone 9.5 13.0
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From the table  of unit values above, it
will be noted that the unit values for
Nitrogen and Phosphoric Acid in Blood
and Bone are 72s. 2d. and 18s. respectively.
From these figures the comparative values
of each fertiliser can be calculated as fol-
lows:—

X Brand Blood and Bone

s. d.

6.5 units of nitrogen @ 72s.
2d. per unit 469 1

10.0 units of phosphoric acid
@ 18s. per unit ... 180 0
Total value .. 649 1

Y Brand Blood and Bone

5.5 units of nitrogen @ 72s.
2d. per unit 396 11

13.0 units of phosphoric acid
@ 18s. per unit fass 234 0
630 11

It can readily be seen that the units con-
tained in X Brand are worth more than
those in Y Brand. Therefore, if both fer-
tilisers were offered at the same price, the
X Brand would be the most economical to
purchase.

Unit values are only useful for a com-
parison of fertilisers of similar types. It
will be appreciated that it is not possible to
compare, say for example, the nitrogen in
blood and bone with that in sulphate of
ammonia.

When using unit values to calculate the
commercial values of fertilisers, it should
be borne in mind that these values are
average figures calculated from all fer-
tilisers registered. It will therefore be
found that values arrived at from the use
of unit values will, in some cases, be more
than and in some cases less than the
actual selling price. It should also be re-
membered that market values fluctuate
and that in the case of mixed fertilisers,
e.g., potato manures, the cost of mixing
and extra handling, must be added to fig-
ures arrived at by the use of unit values.

FARMERS HAVE

brand. Why? B K.F.M,

From your local AGENT or

Australian farmers and station owners buy more K.F.M. than any other

has been tried and proven over

the years. K.F.M. is both a cure and preventive of Blowfly strike. Flies

resting on a K.F.M. treated area absorb sufficient D.D.T. through the
pads of their feet in a few seconds to ensure certain death.

WILCOX MOFFLIN LTD.

SOUTH TERRACE, FREMANTLE

PROVED .

El Gallon of
K.F.M. emul-
sion makes 6
gallons of
working mix-

ture.
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