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Sudan grass.

[South Perth, W.A. : Dept of Agriculture,
n.d.]



WESTERN AUSTRALIA

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

SUDAR GRABS.

IEPRODUCTION: Sudan grass whiech is a native of Africa is

one oi the most drought resisting of our
sunmer fodder Crons. It mebures fairly repidly and under
suilteble conditions may be ready for cutting two months after
seadings It is & crop particulerly suitable for sowing on
areas of land which retain the molsture well into and quite
often throusgh the gumer months. In the ceresl growing sreas
its beat use is poasibly as a grazed erop providing as it
does valusble green grazing during the eummer monthsj 10
deaired 1% can also produes hay of good guality and nutrisnt
value,

SULL CULDIVATICK: uden gress has given faswoureble resulis
on meny types of solls, and does not appear
to be exseting in thic rezard. Best resulis, however, are

=1

obtained irom rvieh well-drained loams overlying & clay subsoil,

ﬁﬁ?leﬁ@ﬁ with a Tortiliser containing nitrogen, preferably
farmyard manure,

Leand inderdsd for dulen grass should be fullowed as e
crly a8 possible in the winter to conserve molsture snd kill
edoe. Yhe aim should be 40 produce a irym seed bed covered
ith 1 %o 1f inches of looge surfece soil. This mey be produced
¥ cultivetion to kill weeds, but after ploughing end prior to
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d0lling the land after cultiveitlon and prior to
sceding has given good results, but care should be taken to
harrow or cultivete 1ighily efter rolling to loosen the
immedinte surfsece,

The impordanece of a good bed camwmwt be st essed
toe much; s the plant must rely almost entirely on the conserved
moiature for 1te germmiration and growih,

Cie Ur PLARTING: Oudan gras: will not gemminste in cold bedly
sarsted goils and planting should therefore
not take plece until all danger from froet is over and ground
tenperatures have riscns In ceresl growing sress, late |
daptsnmber - eoprly Cetober would be a sultable planting periods
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METHCOD OF S08DING: Only sced ifree from Lorghum hybrids should
be used and in addiblon unless cove is

taken to purchase only sced with a high gemminstion nervecentape
disappointing results may enstue in disiriets whers only o 1ighﬁ‘
gowing rete iz uveseds

Sudarn grass may be sown elither broadesst or thoough a
drill but the former is nov recommended, except in distriets
of high reinfall and in addidtion, ithe ?&ta nepr acre ghould hé

increased by B0 nep conts

Por small sveas the small Cshoon vroszdcasting machine
can be uscd snd with lerger wreas, the grass seeding atisacimord
to tie ordinery drills Cecding 1s hovevser best done with the
drill, mizxing the sced witl the fertiliscr used and soving wiithin
25 hours of mixing. +“hen planted with the dri 11, the ordinevy
depth practiced with vhest ususlily glves good resulis, ons of
the nmin poinds - be considered is the plucing of the seced
on & damp seed bed to Igecilitste rapid serminstion as, the
gooner the plsani cen srminste and stort growing, ithe gresiler uss
can it make of the avellsble molsiture. The recommendoed rate
ol seeding is 3 = L Ibs per acres

PERTILIONE Wy PIvE

O good loaming countyy the only
fertilissr uvsuslly reguired is supere-
pheophate, reasonsbly libsral dressings of at lsest 100 lbs.

per scre boing Gesirable. Un the sandier soils s nitrogenocus
fertiliser sueh asg potato manure would be bensficial. where

the lend had beon down $0 clover for a period, it is doubiful

if the sddition of any nitrogenous feritiliscr would he NOCoInAaTY.
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