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GMO'’s and the Horseless Carriage

The weight of consumer opin-
ion is against the use of genet-
ically modified crops. Why -
fear of the unknown, a lack of
confidence in safety claims by
scientists, scare tactics by the
press, perhaps a poor under-
standing of the technology?
It’s probably a combination of
them all.

However, the fact remains
that the GMO debate will con-
tinue as both sides of the de-
bate are argued.

So why this article? It's impor-
tant for you to know what the
technology is about from a
layman’s point of view.

Genetic engineering allows
the scientist to take a single
gene from one plant and insert
it into another.

For example, a wild relative of
wheat resistant to a strain of
rust is found. Traditionally,
the breeder would cross it
with the domesticated plant,
examine the seed for rust re-
sistance, then cross suitable
plants back to the domesti-
cated variety to remove un-

wanted genes from the wild
parent.

With genetic engineering the
rust resistant gene can be re-
moved from the wild type
and inserted into the domes-
ticated variety.

Since no unwanted genes are
inserted into the domesticat-
ed variety along with it, there
is no need for backcrossing
and, as such, the breeding
method is quicker and more
precise.

It’s like when the car replaced
the horse. The first car was
regarded as being so danger-
ous a person had to walk in
front of it with a flag.

There is no doubt that the
technology of genetic engi-
neering is currently walking
behind the flag, but it will
eventually gain recognition
and speed up the develop-
ment of plant breeding.

In the meantime, as marketers,
we are taking advantage of
our GMO free status.
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Sustainability Under Test

Imagine it - results on the
impact of landcare on your
farming system available in
2100. This is the commitment
Lawry and Jenny Pitman and
their supporters, who are out
to prove that dryland farm-
ing is sustainable in econom-
ic, environmental and social
terms, have given to Western
Australian agriculture.

To do this, the Pitmans have
opened their 3100 hectare
farm in the Corrigin Shire as
a demonstration farm to
show profitable farming sys-
tems must be based on, and
closely integrated with, land-

Jenny and Lawry Pitman

care principles.
The land degradation prob-
lems facing the Pitmans are

similar to those of most West-
ern Australian farmers; that
is rising water tables and
salinity, soil erosion due to
wind and rain, hard setting
soils, increasing soil acidity
and a loss of biodiversity.
These problems will be ad-
dressed, solutions devised
and costed for all to see so
that the real costs of farming
and sustainability can be ap-
preciated.

The Pitman’s farm will be
open to everyone; scientists,
farmers and the general pub-
lic.

This is a bold experiment,
especially since in recent
years long term rotation tri-
als have been abandoned.
Western Australian agricul-
ture will gain from this inno-
vative approach to docu-
menting the real costs of
farming and sustainability.
For further information con-
tact Jenny and Lawry Pitman
on (08) 9065 7074 or John
Duff, Project Manager, on
(08) 9475 0753.

Lupin Prices
Improve

New Pulse Group

Southern pulse growers have
met to form a pulse group in
the Southern Agricultural
Region.

To date, pulse groups have
been successful in the North-
ern, Central and South East-
ern areas, providing a grow-

development of pulse pro-
duction packages in their re-
gions. :

The groups also enable better

er focus for the research and |

marketing and purchasing
options due to economies of
scale.

2

(L-R) Maurice Collins, Neil
Wandell and Ken Pech

Pool lupin sales are proceed-
ing very well, with about 50
per cent of the crop contracted
and priced for export markets.
These are the two main factors
taken into consideration when

anticipating likely returns for
the 99/00 Lupin Pool.

The good news is a significant
improvement in soybean fu-
tures since the New Year. For
instance, May 2000 soybean
futures have increased about
10-12 per cent since January.

Robert Nelson

Assistant Manager - Protein
and Oilseeds

With regards to currency,
careful management has
meant that the Grain Pool has
covered most of the crop over
the past months. Therefore,
there is limited further upside
in terms of currency gains
with the Australian dollar
trading around 0.60/0.61
American. :

At this stage the 99/00 pool
indicator is $155-165 gross per
tonne basis.

Growers in southern areas
who would like more informa-
tion should contact Maurice
Collins, Nyabing, on (08) 9829
6016 or Claire Gaskin, Jerra-
mungup, on (08) 9835 1177.
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