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156,711 square kilometres across
42 local government authorities. WHEATBELT
The Shire of Northam is the largest
regional centre with population distributed
throughout the region. The Wheatbelt
is renowned for wildflower displays and
offers a variety of attractions and activities
including self-drive trails, granite outcrops,
fauna and walking trails. Situated close
to Perth, the Wheatbelt is recognised as
a popular tourist destination. Two of the
state’s most significant transport routes
- the Great Eastern and Great Northern
highways pass through the region,
essentially linking Perth to the north of Western Australia and east
coast of Australia.

The Wheatbelt comprises an area of

The Wheatbelt has a rich agricultural history and the economy is built on
this primary industry. The Wheatbelt’s agricultural industry is the State’s
main producer of cereal crops and contributes other products such as
canola, olives, vegetables, wine grapes, honey, citrus fruits and livestock.
The economy however is now diversifying with its strong mining and
mineral processing with gold, nickel and iron ore deposits across the
region along with retail trade, construction and fisheries outputs also
supporting the economy.
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Figures
Economic

Gross Regional Product

$6.66 billion

A 1.9% (2012-2017)
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Agriculture ini Construction Other industries

33% 6% 40%

Source: DPIRD 2017 Gross Regional Product (GRP); ABS State Accounts (5220.0); ABS 2016 Census data.
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10%

Retail trade Construction 4.4%

7% 7%

Median age
Median annual income

$33,800 - $41,590 @45

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 2016 Census of Population and Housing



For further information on the Wheatbelt, contact:

Wheatbelt Development Commission —

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

75 York Road, Northam WA 6401

Phone: +61 8 9622 7222 | Email: info@wheatbelt.wa.gov.au | Website: wheatbelt.wa.gov.au

Important disclaimer

The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and
the State of Western Australia accept no liability whatsoever by reason of negligence or otherwise
arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it.
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